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Professor W. W. Robson is an eminent literary critic, best known for his work on nineteenth- and twentieth-
century literature. His natural form of expression is the critical essay, and this book comprises a collection of
essays on a variety of topics written in plain and straightforward language. What holds the collection
together is a preoccupation with critical theory deployed in the first four essays. In 'The definition of
literature', the title essay, the discussion turns on what kind of definition is to be recommended rather than on
a particular formulation. 'On liberty of interpreting' examines the much-canvassed question of the relevance
or otherwise to criticism of the author's intentions. In another essay it is argued that one widely favoured
account of literary appraisal - that it deals with literature as literature - is in fact empty, while in an essay on
the novel the author raises the question of how prose fiction can be thought of as being true to life. From
these general questions Professor Robson moves on to consider particular works and authors in the light of
the preceding discussion of critical principles. Essays on Treasure Island, Kidnapped and The Wind in the
Willows are followed by surveys of Tennyson and Robert Frost, while the last four essays discuss literary
questions by analysing what has been written about them by four distinguished poet critics: Hopkins, T. S.
Eliot, I. A. Richards, and Yvor Winters. The overall aim of the volume is to take conversation about prose
and poetry out of the limited and specialized literary or academic worlds in which it so often takes place and
open it up to a broader world of reflective people, whoever and wherever they happen to be.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Definition of Literature and Other Essays
(Cambridge Paperback Library) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Matthew Segal:

Typically the book The Definition of Literature and Other Essays (Cambridge Paperback Library) will bring
you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Definition of
Literature and Other Essays (Cambridge Paperback Library) is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Carlee Smith:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Definition of Literature and Other Essays (Cambridge
Paperback Library) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Anna Cooper:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Definition of Literature and Other Essays (Cambridge Paperback Library)
why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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