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With the first Fulbright grant for research in Iran to be awarded since the Iranian revolution in 1979,
Roxanne Varzi returned to the country her family left before the Iran-Iraq war. Drawing on ethnographic
research she conducted in Tehran between 1991 and 2000, she provides an eloquent account of the beliefs
and experiences of young, middle-class, urban Iranians. As the first generation to have come of age entirely
in the period since the founding of the Islamic Republic of Iran, twenty-something Iranians comprise a vital
index of the success of the nation’s Islamic Revolution. Varzi describes how, since 1979, the Iranian state
has attempted to produce and enforce an Islamic public sphere by governing behavior and by manipulating
images—particularly images related to religious martyrdom and the bloody war with Iraq during the
1980s—through films, murals, and television shows. Yet many of the young Iranians Varzi studied quietly
resist the government’s conflation of religious faith and political identity.

Highlighting trends that belie the government’s claim that Islamic values have taken hold—including rising
rates of suicide, drug use, and sex outside of marriage—Varzi argues that by concentrating on images and the
performance of proper behavior, the government’s campaign to produce model Islamic citizens has affected
only the appearance of religious orthodoxy, and that the strictly religious public sphere is partly a mirage
masking a profound crisis of faith among many Iranians. Warring Souls is a powerful account of
contemporary Iran made more vivid by Varzi’s inclusion of excerpts from the diaries she maintained during
her research and from journal entries written by Iranian university students with whom she formed a study
group.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Andrews:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Warring Souls: Youth, Media, and Martyrdom in
Post-Revolution Iran. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Warring Souls: Youth, Media, and Martyrdom in Post-Revolution
Iran. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a
book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's go through.

Michelle Bachman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Warring Souls: Youth, Media, and Martyrdom in Post-
Revolution Iran it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book has high quality.

William Patterson:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Warring Souls: Youth, Media, and
Martyrdom in Post-Revolution Iran is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically
the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Joshua Cameron:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Warring Souls: Youth, Media, and Martyrdom in
Post-Revolution Iran as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide,
any other book likes Warring Souls: Youth, Media, and Martyrdom in Post-Revolution Iran to make your



spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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